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The Preamble to the Specification quoted. 


A Proof that only two Species are excepted; ( viz.) 
Particulars of other Manufattures, which are t 


of 1664. 


The Miftake of the People about the Exception of all our Woollen Manufactures. 


Cloths and Cloth. ergesi 


ro rom oS ‘ - 





J HEN the Referve of the four Species of 
‘Goods,which by the Treaty of Commerce 


with France are to be spcepene out of the 
Tariff of 1664. and referr’d to Commiffi- 





onets to confider of, came firft to be taken notice of in 


England ; it is obfervable , that the Words Manufatlures 
of Wooll, being the firft Head in the Exception,which 
related to us, our Pcople were taught to underftand 
by it, that all our Woollen Manufaétures are referv'’d 
and excepted out of the Tariff of 1664, and are to pay 
by the Tariff of 1699: which is as much as to fay, that we 
have, fuubmitted to the keeping up additional Duties in 
France upon all our Woollen Manufactures. 

This 
poffefs the Opinions of fo many (no Arts heing want- 
ing to that purpofe) that, in Juftice to our Tradin 
People, they ought to be undeceived. To this purpo 
no more is needful, than to direét them to a right read- 
ing and obfervirig the very litcral Expreflion of the 
Ninth Article, in which that. Exception is made. The 
Words are thefe: viz: Bit whereas it » urged on the 
part of France, that certain Merchandizes, that us to fay, 
Manuf atinres of Wool, 8c. be esecepted ont of the Rule of 
the above-mentioned Tariff. Where Note, that thofe 
whowunderftand this to mean ALL Manufactures of 
Wooll, muft have pafs’d their Opinion before, or with- 
éut the readitig the Wars immediately following THUS, 
A Specification of all which is contain’d in a Paes In- 
firument fabfcribed by the Ambajfadors and Plenipotentia- 
ries on both jides. 

Had they read thefe lait Words, it would naturally 
have led thofe, who had the Jeaft Curiofity, to have 
look’d forward in the Treaty for this Specification ot 
Particulars, which in Page 54> they would have found, 
and where it is exprefled, That Cloths, Ratins, and Ser- 
ges, are the only Particulars of our Woollen Manufa- 


‘sture which arc thus excepted. 


iftake has gone fo far, and continues ftill to- 


“ 


As it is wy neceflary to have fome Notice taken of : 
fart 


this, that er Prepofleflions may be prevented; the 
beft Method of doing it, feems to be sale by Ronis: 
ing here the Preamble ofthe Specificai 
which nothing in the World can be’ more clearly ex 
prefs'd: (Viz.) : 


« BE it known unto all Men, That whereas in the 
. Ninth Article of the Treaty of Navigation and 
“ Commerce, Cc. certain Merchandizes, namely Wool- 
“ Jen Manufactures, Cc. are excepted .im general Words 
from the Rule of the Tariff made in the Year 166 

“ in order. to be afterwards referred to the Difcuffion 
“ of Commiffaries: To prevent therefore all. Miftakes 
* and Ambiguity,which might perhaps arife from fuch 
“ general Terms, and to make it more evidently 
«“ what particular forts of Goods are to come under the 


“ Confideration of the aforefaid Commiffaries; We the « 


“ ynder-written Ambafladors Extraordinary and Pleni« 
“ potentiaries have declared by thefe Prefered and do 
“ Sects. That the Exception of the above-mentioned 
“© Merchandizes is to be underftood in the maginer fol- 
“ lowing: (Viz.) Cloths, Ratins, and Sergess fhalkbe 
“ fubject to the Duties of the 7th of December 1699. 
Vide the Treaty,. p. 54. 


This is the whole Exception: So that Cloths and 
Serges are all the forts of Woollen Manufa&ures that 
ate concern’d in the Exception ; for Ratins we Export 
none to France: All the reft of our Woollen Manufa- 
étures are left free as other Goods, and only to pay by 
the Rule of the Tariff in 1664. x } 

This fhould not have been dwelt fo long upon, or 
repeated fo often, but with refpect to’the great Pains 
taken to delude and impofe upon unthinking People ; 
for what End and Purpofe, this Paper fhall not be in+ 
terrupted fo much as to “enquire. 
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0 be Imported into France by the Tariff 7 


it felf; than , 
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» who infift 


ft would be reafonable here to defire thofe People, 


fo much upon this Referve of Cloths and 
Senges out of the Tariff of 1664, to confider what the 
Exception. amounts to, and how, far it may hurt the 
Trade, ‘that they slay Iyase, whether the Damage is 
equal to the Compl: o this purpofe the Difference 
in the Serges is fet down-again heres. ( viz. ) That the 
Serges,which paid 10 Livres in 1664, and were afterwards 
brought to 1§, and then to 24, and after that prolubi- 
ted, may now be freely Imported into France paying on- 
ly 11 Livres, that is to fay, one Livre advance upon a 
Piece of 15 Ells; and the Difference upon Cloths is, 
that the Piece, which pai #0 Livres before, in 1664, 
mut pay now 55, & 5 Livres wpon about 31 
Yards, Englith Meafuré. ~ 

To make this Eftimate more plain, it is to be noted, 
that the Ell mentioned in all thefe Cafes is to be under- 
ftood the French Ell, containing 5 Quarters of the En- 
glifh Yatd; and fo the Account of the Exception of 
Cloths and Serges, may be read thus: 


Cloths per Piece containing 25 Ells, that is, 31 Eng- 
lith Yards and a quarter, to pay 15 Livres more 
than by the Tariff of 1664. 

Cloth Serges per Piece containing 15 Ells, that is, 18 
Yards and 3 quarters, to pay 1 Livre more than 
by the Tariff of 1664. 

, Confidering Men, when they come to weigh this, 
will be apt to wonder,what it is the Trading part of this 
Nation have been fo much allarm’d at, in the Treaty 
with France, and will hardly be brought to believe,that 
the Complaints, which have been made of ruining our 







-Manufactures and “encouraging the French, fhould all 


be raifed from thefe fall Differences, 

Would thefe People turn the Tables, and make the 
Cafe of France here their own, what loud Complaints 
would they make in England, if any Manufactures, 
which our own People were endeavouring to make ar 
Home, fhould have been admitted by the Treaty from 
France, with a like fmall advance on the French Goods 
more than they paid in 1664. Whereas every Body 
is fenfible , thatythe French are to pay here upon all 
their Goods 2, 3, 4 or 500/. per Cent. higher Du- 
ties than they paid in 1664. and in fome Goods 
much more. Had rhefe advancd Duties been taken 
off, how would they alledge, that Forcigners were 
encouraged; that the Bread was taken out of the 
Mouths of our own People; that the Importing Manu- 
factures from Abroad, which we could make at Home, 
was taking away the Employment from our own Poor, 
to give to*the French: Yet this is the Cafe here. The 
French have given all the Encouragement they could to 
their People to fall upon the making the Woollen Ma- 
nufactures of Great-Britain; it is fuppofed none can 
blame them for that. Some Steps they have raken in 


it, which *promifed them Succefs, while the Duties of 


89 Livres and 129 Livres were laid on Engiith Cloths; 
atid yct even then, great Quantities of Englifh Cloth 








were carryed into France, which obliged the King of 
France, at laft, to makea Prohibition of Englith Wouller 
Manufactures in general, (viz.) in the Year 1701. 

But after all thefe advances in the Woollen Manu- 
factures, the French King being obliged by the Necefliry 
ot his Affairs to make a Peace, has yielded to ficha 
Peace,;as opens the Door into France tor the Woollen 
Manufaétures of Great-Britain, at the fame Rate of 
Cuftoms and Duties,as they paid Forty nine Year ago, 
long before his own People made any confiderable at- 
tempt that way; having excepted or referved but two 
Species of Manufactures, and upon them has only ad- 
vanced about 2 0r 3 per Cent. 

There is hardly a Manufaéture Ere&ted by us in Bri- 
tain in the memory of Man, but that if the high Du- 
ties laid‘upon Foreign Goods of the fame kind weretaken 
off, or within 2 or 3 per Cent. of what they were 
before, would be ikl, and the Undertakers thereof 
muft Jay them down: If the Manufa@turers of Paper, 
Linen-Cloth, Canvas or Sail-Cloth, and many other 
things were heard to this, it is believed they would al] 
acknowledge the Truth of it. 

But the French King is obliged by this Treaty, what 
Difcouragement foever it may be to his own Subjects 
andtheir Manufactures, to take off allhis Prohibitions 
and high Duties, and give all the Englith Manufactures 
a free Entrance into his Country upon the fame cafie 
Duties they paid in the Year 1664. except two forts 
only, (viz.) Gloth and Clorh-Serges. 

hat this may admit of no Difpute, the affirmative 
leads to the particular Sorts of our Woollen Manu- 
factures, which by this Treaty may be carried into France 
by the rule of the Tariff of 1664. Viz. 

Spanith Cloths, Serges not Cloth-Serges, Double- 
Bays, Single-Bays, Says, Perpetuanas, SpanithDruggets, 
all forts of Norwich Stuffs, Linfey-Woolfeys, Kidermin- 
fter Stuffs, Shalloons, Chenys, Penyftories, half Thicks, 


Cottons, plain double and fingle Dozens, ice York- 


fhire Cloths, Kerfies, Duffells, Tammies, Plaids, Blan- 
kets, Rugs, Flannel, Worfted-Hofe, Woollen-Hofe, 
Knit-Caps, Knit-Waift-coats, Knit-Petticoats,' Friezes, 
Camtaloons, aint whatever other Things are made of 
Wooll and wrouglit in Great-Brirain, all are reduced 
by this Larif to the Duties payable in 1664. 

The Readers of this Paper may eafily perceive (as is 
fiid above) by the many Repetitions that are ufed in 
this particular Cafe, thar the Endeavour is to level the 
Account of thefe things to the meaneft Heads, ( viz. ) 
of the Tradefmen, Manufa&turers, and labouring Poor of 
this Kingdom, the occafion of which is evident, (viz.) 
Thar thote are the People,who are Impofed upon and 
Deceived, and who fome People defire thould remain 
Deceived in the Bufincis of the Treaty, that they may 
appeat Uneafie and ‘Tumultuous : But it is not doubted, 
when the Truth of this Affair comes to be fet in a true 
Light, the meaneft Capacity may be capable of under- 
ftanding it, and {5 it will be out of the Power of others, 
ro Impofe upon thei for the future. | 
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